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YOAB 2011-2012 Membership Information

YOAB is the City of Boulder’s Youth Opportunities Advisory Board.

YOAB is part of the Youth Opportunities Program.
	INFORMATION ABOUT YOAB

Application Deadline:  April 8th

The Youth Opportunities Advisory Board is a community leadership and grant-giving program for Boulder youth. YOAB members:

· Provide advice and information to City Council and to local agencies about youth issues

· Review grant applications in order to fund youth programs

· Organize events for youth (Outstanding Youth Volunteer Awards, workshops, youth art show, etc.)

Benefits of being on YOAB:

· Develop useful leadership skills
●   Learn to work with other youth &local adult leaders

· Learn about city government

●   Impact your community


   

· Get to know kids from other schools
●   Have fun!

For more info, go to: www.yoab.org



Requirements

•City of Boulder Resident (includes most of Gunbarrel)   •High School Age, Pre-GED
•Willing to work and open to learning                               •Able to handle time commitment          
•Desire to make a positive difference for youth in Boulder
Previous leadership experience is not required.

Time Commitment

  • Monthly meeting every 1st Friday, 8:45-3:00       • An hour per month working in the office

  • One week-end retreat in August

       • Various YOAB events 

  • Occasional sub-committee meetings after school and/or on week-ends 

           Total = average 8-15 hrs/month



Any Questions?


Application Deadline is Friday, April 8

Call Alice Swett


Mail, deliver, e-mail, or fax to:
303-441-4349


    Alice Swett, YOP, 2160 Spruce St., Boulder, CO 80302

 







      Fax:  (303) 441-4348   


 






       E-mail: swetta@bouldercolorado.gov
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Selection Process









A subcommittee of current YOAB members designed this application.  It will read all the written applications and interview applicants.  New members will be invited to join based on their potential to positively contribute to the board’s work and their capacity to represent the diversity of Boulder’s youth community. 
What being on YOAB is like..

Some of the recent events that YOAB organized include:

· The Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Rally and writing contest

· Battle of the Bands at the Outlook Hotel

·  “Voices V: Perspectives of the Artistic Soul” youth-adult art show at Rembrandt Yard

· Annual Outstanding Youth Volunteer Awards

· Presenting workshops at conferences
A typical meeting includes: 

· Meeting with community members looking for advice from youth

· Reviewing grant proposals for funding for youth programs 

· Discussing issues we notice in the community

· Working with our Fabulous Adult Assistance Board

· Learning about the city

· Fun! 

Quotes from current YOAB members:
	“YOAB has helped me not to be afraid to express my opinion.”
                            Nancy Contreras

                            Fairview ‘14


	
	“YOAB has helped me open my eyes more to the community of Boulder and recognize the amazing cultures we have.”

                             Bonnie Rogers

                             Fairview  ‘12



	“YOAB acts as a bridge between two parts of the community that rarely see eye to eye.”
                             Sophie Browning

                              New Vista ‘13


	
	“YOAB is a chance for socially-minded kids to become socially active.”
                               Alex Novelli

                               September ‘12
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                  YOAB is the City of Boulder’s Youth Opportunities Advisory Board.

                                YOAB is part of the Youth Opportunities Program.

Application Deadline: Friday, 4/8/11 at 5pm
To apply for YOAB, you must be a City of Boulder resident.  This includes most of Gunbarrel.

 No previous leadership experience is required.

 This application form was created by YOAB members.

Name:      
Address (with zip code):      
E-mail Address:      

                   Age:      
Cell Phone (if you have one):              Home phone:               Birth date:      
Name of school you’ll attend next year:      Grade next year:      
Statement of Support: You are strongly encouraged (not required) to include a statement of support from another youth with your application.  Ask a peer who knows you well to write a letter as described in the attached form.  You can submit the letter with your application, or the person writing it can send it in separately. If you would like to add a statement from an adult, you may do that as well, but it will only be considered if you have one from a peer too. 

Please be specific as you answer these questions.

1. Why do you want to be on YOAB?


     
2. What issues or problems do you think youth in Boulder face?      
    Why are those things issues/problems?


     
      What do you think can be done about these issues or problems? 


     
3.  State one word that describes you, and tell us why or how it does. 


     
4. What is one thing you’ve done within the last year that you are proud of?


     
5.  What animal or object best represents your personality?  How or Why?


     
6. What specific qualities or perspectives would you bring to the Board?  How?


     
7. What is one quality that defines a leader?  Why?


     
8. What is one issue, local or global, that you think that youth should be more involved in addressing?  How might they be involved?


     
9. What specific activities, both in & out of school, do you plan to be involved in next year?  

    When do they take place?


     
-------------- Please read & sign the following, and ask your parent or guardian to, also. ---------------
I understand that if I become a member of the Youth Opportunities Advisory Board, I would be responsible for participating 8-15 hours per month from August 2010- June 2011.  This includes a retreat tentatively scheduled for August 12-14 and regular business meetings held one Friday a month from 8:45a.m. – 3:00 p.m., considered an exempt absence by the BVSD.  Additional commitments include periodic after-school, evening, or weekend meetings and events.

Note:  If you e-mail your application, you will need to print it & bring a paper copy signed by both you and your parent/guardian to your interview.

____________________________________
    _______________________________________

            Applicant Signature & Date                                       Parent/Guardian Signature & Date

--------------------------------------------------------------


Return to:
Alice Swett 




City of Boulder Youth Opportunities Program






2160 Spruce St.


       Phone: 303-441-4349   Fax:  303-441-4348




Boulder, CO  80302 


       E-mail: swetta@bouldercolorado.gov
Thanks for your interest in YOAB!
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Statement of Support for an Application to join YOAB
Due Friday, April 8, 2011 

To be written by a middle school or high school student.

Instructions for what to write:  Please write up to 300 words telling us about the person who is applying for YOAB (see below for information about YOAB).  Include things he/she wouldn’t necessarily say about herself/himself. Be specific and use examples.  You could answer these questions in your statement.

 
( What makes her/him unique?  

(  How do you know she/he has leadership potential? 

( What makes him/her a good person to represent Boulder youth on a city-wide board?  

( What is one thing you know this person is trying to change about her or himself?
You can use this paper, or attach another sheet.  Unless you have very neat handwriting, please type 

your comments.  Remember to tell us the name of the person about whom you’re writing, also your name and grade or age.  

Submit your letter to: Alice Swett, 2160 Spruce St., Boulder, CO 80302.  Fax:  303-441-4348, E-mail:  swetta@bouldercolorado.gov.  Please call 303-441-4349 with any questions.  Thank you.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Information about YOAB: YOAB, the Youth Opportunities Advisory Board, is a group of 16 high-school age youth who represent the diversity of Boulder’s youth community.  YOAB members work together to:

· Run their own meetings 

· Provide advice and information to the city government and local agencies about youth issues

· Organize events for youth (workshops, youth art show, battle of the bands, etc.)

· Read grant applications and decide which programs should get funded

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     
