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Contact(s):         
Patrick von Keyserling, Media Relations, 303-441-4959
www.bouldercolorado.gov
Four new HOP buses to hit the road; free HOP service on Valentine’s Day 
Thanks to a federal grant and a community partnership, transit riders looking for a dynamic bus riding experience or just a way to get around town with ease, convenience and comfort will find the experience they are looking for as GO Boulder, the Regional Transportation District (RTD) and Special Transit roll out four new HOP buses this month. 

According to GO Boulder Transit Planner Cris Jones, “After 15 years and with the deployment of these four new buses, all of the original HOP buses will be retired.” 

The fleet has been replaced gradually over time and includes 10 buses in all. The expanded capacity of each bus will comfortably accommodate 27 seated and 20 standing passengers. Other upgrades to the fleet include: automated stop announcements, automatic passenger counters and a lower floor for easier boarding. The new buses continue to help the city achieve its goal of reducing reliance on single-occupancy vehicles.
Jones notes, “In 2009 the HOP served 877,700 passengers at an average of 73,142 passengers per month with a peak of 102,008 passengers in April.  On average, the HOP serves 4,200 passengers per weekday during the CU fall and spring semesters. Overall transit trips provided by the HOP increased by 11 percent since the Twenty Ninth Street retail district opened in the fall of 2006.”
Funding for these buses has been made possible through a partnership that includes a federal grant awarded to Special Transit through the Colorado Association of Transit Agencies (CASTA), and additional funds provided by RTD and the City of Boulder. 

Because the HOP serves the heart of the Boulder community, free HOP bus service will be offered from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Valentine’s Day, Sunday, Feb. 14. The HOP will arrive at stops every 15 minutes throughout the day.

Special Transit, a nonprofit organization, operates the HOP. For more HOP information, call 303-447-8282. For maps and other information, visit GOBoulder.net and RTD-Denver.com. For real-time HOP arrival information, visit NextBus.com. You can now follow GO Boulder on Twitter at twitter.com/BoulderGOBldr.
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