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Welcome to Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks,
home to a wealth of spectacular and surprising wildflowers. In
addition to being sources of joy, food, medicine, and materials for
humans, wildflowers are extremely important to wildlife and to
the land. This guide encourages you to actively experience
wildflowers and their roles in Open Space and Mountain Parks.
Collecting is prohibited; please take only photos and memories!

Plants are listed by beginning bloom time.

Next to this picture you'll find at least one
m suggested trail where the featured wildflower

may be found. Below the trail name is a

description of the plant’s typical habitat.
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These activities can help
you make your own
wildflower discoveries.

Oregon grape prevents erosion on steep hillsides. Its
stems creep along the ground and grow roots along the
way, binding the soil together.

Flagstaff Trail
dry open hillsides, rocky slopes, ponderosa
pine forests

(% These tiny flowers can be very fragrant. Stop
and sniff. Check for berries later in the season.

Oregon Grape

Mahonia repens

Fuzzy hairs on pasqueflowers keep them warm,
allowing them to bloom very early in spring. After
blooming, a fluffy ball of seeds with feathery tails
will appear.

m McClintock and Gregory Canyon Trails
open slopes, gravely soil

Pasqueflower leaves don't grow until after
(% the plant has gone to seed. Try coming
back in a few weeks to see what they look

Pasqueflower
like. Pulsatilla patens ssp. multifida
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£ Golden banner forms pods like its relative, the garden
pea. It is toxic to humans and many other animals,
but caterpillars feed safely on it.

m Chautauqua, Lower Towhee Trails
meadows, roadsides, damp forests

If you find a large patch of golden banner, it could
mean that the land has been overgrazed (domestic
(% animals avoid it because it’s poisonous, but will eat
everything else around it). Take a look around to

Golden Banner see if that has happened here.
Thermopsis montana

Lance-leaved chiming bells are survivors. They bloom
in early spring, living through snow and freezing
temperatures.

m Skunk Canyon Trail
meadows, hillsides, open forests

The flowers of chiming bells usually aren't just
blue. Look for other colors in the buds.

Lance-leaved
Chiming Bells

Mertensia lanceolata

Most potted geraniums come from South Africa. Our
native geraniums flower year after year, making wonderful
additions to gardens.

‘ﬁk_ S\ m Mesa Trail o _
forests, meadows, hillsides, roadsides

“Geranium” comes from the Greek word
\ (% “geranos,” or “crane.” This plant is often called
craneshill because of the shape of the seed pods.

Wild Geranium
Geranium caespltosum
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